
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on  5 October, 2021

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Gemma Cook, George Peto, Ruth Appleby
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Euan Pringle

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Nichols and Goddard.
2. Declarations of interest – G. Cook regarding item 8a. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Anyone seeking more 
information about grants should contact Jo Willis at either admin@raywindfund.co.uk or on 07762 179579.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   Following discussion the Councillors agreed that there was no need 
for the bollards recorded in the proposal between the bus shelter and St John’s church. 
It was however suggested there required to be something to prevent pavement parking on the footpath 
alongside the Castle Hotel. Additionally it was agreed that there should be road marking at the bus stop to 
help prevent parking either side of this location.
The Councillors agreed it was critical that roadside parking was prevented at the junction of the B6320 for 
road and pedestrian safety and also that the 30mph signs were moved to the top of Bankfoot. There was 
agreement with the other proposals from Neil Snowdon (NCC) including parking bay road surface 
markings in the lay-bay near Bankfoot.
There was discussion how volunteers could be attracted to become Community Speed Watch volunteers. 
It was agreed to post details on the Parish Council website and Facebook.
The Clerk advised he had received a replacement speed camera and this will be installed shortly.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided an update of the ongoing projects following 
the Steering Group meeting in September. He advised that work was due to begin on the redevelopment 
of Percy’s Cross from 11 October and the location would be closed to the public for about four weeks. 
agreed.
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that there was no update on this 
matter this month.   
e) item 6e: Maintenance of public toilets in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he was still waiting to receive a 
response from Greg Gavin (NCC) on plans to redevelop the public toilet area in Otterburn that also 
required the guttering cleared of leaves and debris.
f) item 9d: Fibre broadband in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he had spoken to Gill Cowell 
(iNorthumberland). Following the removal of the gigavoucher scheme by the government it was not known 
what would be replacing it at this time. As such there was agreement that Gill Cowell will attend the 
December meeting when she was confident that there would be various options for consideration.
g) item 9e: Maintenance of the hedges either side of the footpath connecting Willow Green and Children’s 
Play Area: The Clerk reported that whilst the Councillors had agreed a quote for the cutting of the hedge 
before the contractor had undertaken the work someone else had cut it. It was not known who had done 
the work but thanks were expressed by the Councillors.
h) item 8a: Future use and plans for the Millennium Green: The Clerk confirmed that following agreement 
at the previous meeting 30 saplings had been ordered from Woodland Trust for the Millennium Green. 
There was agreement that the two seats requiring attention should be replaced rather than the expensive 
repair work required but nothing should be done until spring as the usage of the area was minimal 
especially during winter. Cllr Peto advised that whilst the Youth Group would like to use part of the area for
raised beds no commitment could be given at this time. It was agreed that the question of how the area 
should be used going forward should be put on Facebook to seek parishioners views.
i) item 8b:   Local Transport Programme 2022/23:   Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish 
Council would submit 1) safety measures to be introduced at the bridge near Otterburn Mill 2) 20mph 
speed limits within Willow Green and Brierley Gardens 3) safety measures introduced along the road from 
Willow Green junction to at least the second entrance to Otterburn Hall Estate including a reduced speed 
limit, and pedestrian footpath as the road was becoming increasingly busy and there was no street 
lighting.
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j) item 8c: Local Otterburn directory map: Cllr Cook provided an update on her research and quote 
received from City Scopes. The Clerk advised he was waiting to hear back from Phillips Creative to 
discuss ideas and a possible quote.
k) item 8d: Flower boxes and hanging baskets: The Clerk advised he had left a message to order two 
further flower boxes matching the four purchased last year. Cllr Cook provided details of the quote she had
received for plastic boxes that included self-watering mechanisms. It was agreed that potential locations 
needed to be identified for hanging baskets before a decision was made. It was highlighted that previously 
BT had not provided permission to fix such items on their poles.
l) item 8g: Resurfacing of pavement alongside the Castle Hotel: It was confirmed this area looked much 
better following the work.
m) item 8h: Complaints about the noise from local wedding venues: The Clerk advised of responses he 
had received however there had still been a number of complaints received. It was agreed the Clerk would
contact NCC for guidance as to what could be done to reduce the noise level where necessary.
6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk provided details of the current bank balance of £15,548.97.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for September, 2021  : The Clerk’s claim for salary £306.19 and expenses 
(£4.00) was agreed.
c) Payment of invoice to CM Landscape (NE) Ltd for grass cutting: The Clerk advised he had not received 
the expected invoice.
d) Payment of invoice to Glasdon Ltd for replacement bin lock: The payment of £42.08 + VAT was agreed.
e) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for Play Area work and other maintenance: The payment of 
£124.00 was agreed.
f) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: The Councillors agreed a donation of £150.00 
7. Planning
a) 21/01851/FUL: To construct a gazebo on the front lawned area of the castle building: Otterburn Castle 
Country Hotel, Otterburn, NE19 1NS: This matter was covered between meetings and the decision to 
support the application was submitted to NCC. 
There was conversation regarding an application received the previous day – 21NP0071: Retrospective 
extension to existing decking to create seating and outdoor cinema room: Barn Owl Lodge, Plot 19, 
Otterburn Hall Estate, NE19 1HE. Cllr Cook declared an interest and took no part in the discussion. 
Concern was raised about the noise and light pollution from the proposal and whether it was in-keeping 
with the area. It was agreed to refer further before responding to NNPA.
8. New Business
a) Proposals for Annex at Otterburn Hall Estate and other activity: The Clerk provided a report on his 
meeting with the perspective buyer of the property. There was general support for the proposition however
some concern was raised about the parking arrangements and noise from any outside entertainment.  It 
was agreed to wait until any possible planning application was received before formalising a response. It 
was agreed the Enforcement Officer (NCC) should be notified about the alleged land grab activity at the 
Estate.
b) Light pollution at Otterburn Primary School: The Clerk provided a report on the matter of report of light 
pollution and the action NCC were taking to resolve the matter with guidance from Duncan Wise (NNPA).
c) Autumn litter pick: It was agreed that given the success of the litter pick in autumn 2020 that a similar 
event should be run this year. Saturday 30 October was agreed and to meet at 10.30am next to the bridge
near the public toilets. Cllr Peto asked if the roadside gullies could also be cleared.
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Chair highlighted that there been comments about the amount of pine needles at the entrance of 
Willow Green. It was agreed the Clerk should write to the property owner where the trees stood.
b) Cllr Peto asked if NCC could return to cut the grass alongside the pavement from the village towards 
the school.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 2 November, 2021. This is due to be held at Otterburn Memorial Hall.

Mr Pringle advised he had a ‘Wild Redesdale’ map of Otterburn that he could share and would send this to
the Chair.
He commented on the poor quality communications from NCC regarding recent road closures for work. In 
particular he believed the diversions were wrong and the dates of the work were incorrect. The Clerk 
provided a statement he had received from Cllr Riddle at a recent Rochester with Byrness Parish Council 
meeting. It was agreed contact should be made with NCC expressing disappointment in the service.
Meeting closed at 8.48pm.
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